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	40 marks
	

	Direction/Production
	35 marks
	

	Stage Presentation
	15 marks
	

	General Achievement
	10 marks
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Acting
Each actor connected well with the script and audience clearly. Good comedic timing. A variety of pitch, pace, levels and inflections all displayed by a cast of highly funny and believable characters. 
Several stumbles over words and several prompts required throughout. Occasional blocking but only minor.
Cast:
Jeannie Woodburn (Lydia Martin - The Actress) - Captured eccentric nature of character well. Juggling act with all other characters. Good to see a different nature to her character come across opposite fellow actors, showed a good range and a believable character as a mother, fiancé, ex-wife, friend and of course actress. Great delivery of monologue on stage extension.
Sarah Walker (Nicole - The Daughter) - good portrayal of a strong independent character. Tapped into the history of the character well - a life growing up without a mother therefore growing up quickly and fending for herself. Poignant scene with Jeannie before the end of Act 1, expressing a slightly fragile side to the character (sometimes still needing her mother!).
Rosie Walters (Margaret - The Company Manager) - Fiery relationship with The Actress! Downtrodden character but still expressed good comic timing through mannerisms/facial expressions and delivery. Enjoyed her fraught relationship with Jeannie. A stand out moment for comedy and in some cases reality!
Linda Miller (Katherine - The Dresser) - perfect foil for Jeannie and her madcap character. Almost assisting to calm her down. Brought across that unsung hero appeal to the character. Occasionally quiet delivery of lines. Effortlessly transformed the Actress in her dressing room before going on stage. This scene worked well between both actors with the dimmed lighting and music. Very nice piece.
Ian Turner (Charles - The Fiancé) - great bumbling character (aged before your time!) good to see a complete opposite to Paul’s ex-husband character fighting for the attention of the Actress.  Humorous when the bumbling side was overtaken by the manly side to the character albeit quickly stamped out.
Jonny North (Paul - The Ex-husband) - Charming, funny, player character. Good to see a more emotional side to the character pleading for one last chance at the end of act 2. This gave the character a more developed side and better connected with the audience. A risk of this character being very one dimensional but not in this case.
Maggie Gauld (Harriet - The Agent) - filled the role of the self-absorbed agent well. Captured a cross breadth of typical “agents” into one character. Great explosion near the end of act 2 to show a side of annoyance within the character for never being listened to.
Direction/Production
Overall pace of the show was varied according to the text and characters maintained independent roles with a broad range of speech, pitch and tone.

Movement - reasonably well relaxed with full acting area used (including stage right extension).
Grouping - actors spaced out well with occasional blocking (mainly down to limited stage room).

Director - Stuart Miller clearly had fun working with his cast and creative team. Great attention to detail. Very good job of lifting the text from the pages and successfully linking all departments together for a highly enjoyable show.
Stage Presentation

Set - great attention to detail paid for such an intricately dressed set. Not distracting as it suitably depicted the Actress’s lifestyle and mental state (erratic). Furniture spaced out reasonably well, for such a small space, allowing for development of action. In some cases when all actors were on stage the set became a little tight which restricted a little of the fluid movement but cast coped admirably.

Lighting - Simple and effective use of lighting used to create dressing room and stage atmospheres. Actors all well lit. Subtle touches of dimmed lighting to create a more poignant atmosphere for monologue delivery. Effective lighting for the Actress’s dressing room mirror. All lighting cues pretty much executed effectively and on time.
Costume - all appropriate for content and context. Suitable for all varied characters and in some cases fitted well for audience stereotypical expectations. Actors all seemed very much at ease in costume.
Sound - music choices, like the stage dressing, were used as a reflection of the Actress’s life. Some interesting choices. After listening to a few then understood the relevance of them. Good choices. Occasionally music clashed with the delivery of dialogue. “Tragedy” sfx for music box were a bit erratic and not stopped when required. Overall sfx were used pretty much effectively, appropriately and sparingly. 
General Achievement
Actors playing actors. Risk of playing characters in an over the top fashion, which happened a bit but actually played well to capture the underlying essence of comical farce in the script. 

With static sets there can be more emphasis on the cast to deliver (less effects, moving set to capture the audience), in a way exposing them more. Cast coped admirably. Good relationships formed between characters and good crossovers. Very clear that cast were enjoying themselves. 

Audience enjoyed/appreciated humour.
Very witty play with a lot of lines delivered well to hit the punch line.
Congratulations and well done.

Gavin Orr (Adjudicator)
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